
Industrial Agriculture Conversion Act of 2024 

Section-by-Section 

A bill to direct the Secretary of Agriculture to provide grants to producers to carry out a 
climate-smart conversion project, and for other purposes. 

Sec. 1. Short Title. 

• Names the act

Sec. 2. Climate-Smart Conversion Grants. 

• Amends the statute that authorizes the Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP) to create a new grant program within EQIP

• Definitions

o Defines an animal feeding operation

o Defines a climate smart conversion project as described in the section below

o Defines an eligible entity as a producer or a non-federal entity that:

▪ Has control of the land subject to the grant

▪ Owns or operates a medium or large concentrated animal feeding 
operation (CAFO) that is in operation for livestock or poultry production 
at the time of application (or was in operation within the year prior to 
application)

o Defines a large CAFO

o Defines a medium CAFO

• Grants

o Permits the Secretary to provide grants to eligible entities using available funds 
for climate-smart conservation practices within EQIP in the Inflation Reduction 
Act; provides the Secretary discretion of program size

• Application

o Directs the Secretary to publish detailed guidelines on how to apply for a grant

o Requires an eligible entity seeking a grant to submit an application to the 
Secretary including a proposal for a climate-smart conversion project

• Climate-Smart Conversion Project

o Defines a climate-smart conversion project as one that will make on-farm 
infrastructure improvements to convert a medium or large CAFO into a climate-
smart facility by making one or more of the following improvements:

▪ Improvements related to providing animals with access to the outdoors or 
pasture, including purchasing, integrating, or constructing fencing and 
mobile or permanent housing or shelter, enrichment materials for use in 
indoor shelters, hedgerow and ecosystem enhancement planting and 
design, drought-resistant grasses, or water lines and irrigation structures 
for watering outdoor animals



▪ Improvements related to converting to specialty crop or organic 
production, including purchasing seeds and starts, compost and compost 
structure supplies, propagation supplies, and soil remediation tools, 
including off-the-ground raised beds, portable pots, or other converted 
structures and establishing or repurposing existing structures or 
constructing high tunnels or similar protected-environment planting 
structures

o Prevents conversion projects under this grant from including the construction of 
an animal mortality facility, a manure lagoon or other waste storage or treatment 
facility, or a methane digester

o Requires that an eligible entity awarded a grant must permanently cease any 
operation of the medium or large CAFO where animals are confined entirely 
indoors on the land and facilities subject to the grant within 180 days of receiving 
the grant

• Grant Amounts

o Restricts the federal share of each grant to 90% or less

o Requires an eligible entity that receives a grant to provide at least 10% of the 
total cost of the conversion project

o Allows the Secretary to reduce the amount required of an eligible entity if the 
entity is a socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher who is carrying out the 
project with the help of:

▪ A community-based organization comprised of, representing, or working 
exclusively with historically underserved producers, or

▪ A land-grant institution or minority-serving institution

• Grant Term

o Restricts each grant to a period of no more than 3 years

• Undue or Unreasonable Prejudice or Disadvantage

o Protects producers who apply for a climate-smart conversion grant from 
potential retaliation by a packer under the Packers and Stockyards Act

• Funding

o Requires Secretary to use unobligated funds for climate-smart conservation 
practices within EQIP in the Inflation Reduction Act (for which the livestock set-
aside is waived)




